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Abstract: The COVID-19 pandemic has busted the myth of the invincibility of 
globalisation. Borders are suddenly no longer that significant. Open spaces are becoming 
pertinent in urban reconstruction. At present, post-pandemic recovery is an important 
challenge globally. The need to develop modern urbanisation with planned cities that 
accommodate all sections of people is being universally acknowledged by experts. These 
cities need to be resilient, inclusive and sustainable. For cities to be sustainable, they need 
to utilise public spaces judiciously. The paper focuses on what makes cities sustainable in 
a post-pandemic world order and how India is navigating the challenges of urban 
reconstruction. The paper brings up the binary between public and private space and 
points out that wellness of individuals is very significant pointer in newly planned cities. 
The paper concludes that big cities are here to stay whatever be the predictions of 
naysayers.  
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Abstract: Gender-based violence implies physical, sexual and mental harm or suffering to women 
including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty whether occurring in public or 
private life. Moreover, when this is culturally embedded or rooted in societal structure (as Galtung argues), 
it is expansive and often invisible as ‘tranquil waters’. In war-ravaged Afghanistan, which has paid the 
price of external interventions, dominance of regional military factions, brutal insurgent forces like the 
Taliban, and a state that has failed to give legal and medical protection to half of its citizens (read women); 
structural violence as found in gendered forms are quite common. This chapter identifies structural violence 
as the most widespread form of violence in Afghanistan and how it is deeply rooted in gender inequality. 
It focuses on case studies of violence where it is essentially gendered and how health of women is getting 
affected.  

Keywords: gender-based violence; right to health; human rights; distress; domestic abuse; structural 
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Afghanistan.  
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Abstract: Human rights, a significant issue in international politics has not received due attention until recently. 
Post-1945 world order made promises to keep citizens’ rights secured but the COVID-19 pandemic exposed 
and deepened the already existent fissures in society. There is a humanitarian crisis across nations where 
egalitarian measures are few and far between. In South Asia, India and Pakistan are two important nations that 
witness rampant human rights violations, which aggravated in this pandemic. One country experiences civil-
military rule desperate to flaunt its democratic credentials and the other, its bête noire, is carrying on its 
exclusionary policies in the garb of tackling the crisis as it has unleashed its authoritarian measures despite 
being the largest democracy in the world. Both countries have failed its citizens.  

Keywords: civil and political rights; international politics; COVID-19 pandemic; democracy; fundamental 
freedoms; mass murders and misery; security and sustenance; the right to have rights; freedom of speech.  
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 1  Introduction  

Rights are those inalienable non-transferable claims that have legal and moral validity, 

which all human beings are entitled to have by virtue of their birth. They are fundamental  
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“You are lying on your pyre, child, burning for life”
The Existentialist Dramaturgies of Badal Sircar, Girish

Karnad, Mohan Rakesh and Mahesh Elkunchwar

Abstract  Indian theatre, particularly in the 1960s, witnessed dramatic idioms

derived from the Western influence and reinterpretations of indigenous traditions
known as the “roots movement” (Mee11) as theatre strove to arrive at a “creative
alliance” which would “enrich the pan-Indian modern theatre” (Banerjee,
“Towards a Multi-cultural Indian Theatre?” 8). And since, in the Indian cultural
forms, the issue of modernity remains “inseparable” from the transformations
brought about by Western influences, “subject position” in the “cultural
systems” of the nation displays an “ambidexterity” of neither belonging
exclusively to “a subaltern” nor to “a dominant culture” yet partaking to both
“with equal effectiveness” (Dharwadker, “The Critique of Western Modernity
in Post-Independent India” 56). Badal Sircar, Girish Kanrad, Mohan Rakesh
and Mahesh Elkunchwar emerged into the domain of Indian theatre in the
1960s encountering a nation beset with external aggressions, economic downslide,
food scarcity, industrial recession, retrenchment and political nepotism.
Responding to the swamping disillusionment in all spheres of life, these
dramatists, at least in the earliest part of their careers, exteriorized man’s “inner
sense of dissonance and dislocation” on the stage drawing impetus from the
philosophy of existentialism vis-à-vis the writings of Heidegger, Sartre and
Camus and the absurdist plays of Beckett, Ionesco, Adamov and Genet (Marker
and Innes x). This present paper attempts to re-read Sircar’s Evam Indrajit
(1965), Kanrad’s Yayati (1960), Rakesh’s Halfway House (1968) to illustrate
how the tenets and tangents of existentialism suffused these dramatists in their
bid to negotiate the angst that loomed large over the nation and also how, even
after fifty-four years of Independence, such an ideological orientation has
remained validated in Elkunchwar’s Sonata (2002).

Keywords: existentialism, alienation, responsibility, choice

In India, as Sumanta Banerjee observes, in “the 1950-60 period” there was considerable
excitement over the “theories of Existentialism of Sartre and Camus” as “the Theatre
of the Absurd ... arrived and the plays of Beckett, Ionesco, Adamov and Genet ...
reached the bookstalls” (qtd. in Katyal 30). Indian response to the European precept
of subjectivizing reality as in Beckett, Ionesco and others emerged in Girish
Karnad’sYayati (1961), Badal Sircar’s Evam Indrajit (1963), Mohit Chattopadhyay’s

Basudeb Chakrabarti
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